
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                        NOVEMBER 15, 2015 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – 25th  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 460 

Opening Prayers 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, you come to me as my redeemer and savior.  

These are old words, and by saying them I am often warmed 

into a sense of comfort in which I take delight.  When I get 

caught up in this warmth I fail to notice I am no longer thinking 

about what the words mean.  I am always surprised when I 

remember that both redemption and salvation are words which 

have to do with examining and modifying images and ideas 

from my past as to who I am and should be.  They have to do 

with the deconstructing of old ideas which are no longer 

adequate to the expression of who I am and who I need to be.  I 

am aware that my looking for warmth makes me blind to the 

actions you take to save and redeem me, activities which 

involve conflict, agitation and hunger along with any comfort 

that comes.  You are seeking to create a place in me for 

something more expansive and expressive to come to life; I 

want this reconstruction to occur, but I do not like the 

deconstruction that accompanies it. 

 
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Mark 13:1-8 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 375 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
         
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 404 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        11:20  Lunch 
FRIDAY       1:30  Presbyterian Women, at Church 
 

Lectionary Readings for November 22, 2015 
2 Samuel 23:1-7; Psalm 132:1-12 (13-18); 

Revelation 1:4b-8; John 18:33-37. 
FYI 
 The Presbyterian Women meet this Friday, November 20th, at 
the church, at 1:30pm.  This meeting is one week earlier than 
usual in order to avoid the Thanksgiving Holiday.  The Lesson is # 
3.  Pam Novelly is the Leader. Sherry Balletto is the Hostess.  The 
Thank Offering will be received. 
 Next Sunday is Christ the King, the last Sunday in the cycle of 
the church year, and we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper.  The 
following Sunday, November 29th, marks the beginning of the 
Season of Advent, and Lectionary Cycle C. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
Church Office: 707-795-6620 
Our web site is <www.faithpresbyterianrp.org> 
Elders:  Marolyn Bode, Jim Plein, Karen Kessel. 
Deacons: Richard Egan, Mary Jane Beccaria, Wanjiru Muthamia. 
Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode.                              [H] 585-8350 
Pastor: Jim Robie                  [C] 291-8489 

We are a community that gathers in an attitude of 
reverence directed toward God. 

 
Reverence is a feeling of deep respect and devotion, of 
profound awe, of admiration and esteem and honor, 

of gratitude. 
 

This feeling arises from the experience of knowing that 
it is not possible to be separate from the welcoming and 
embracing presence of God, who is with us in anything 

and everything that life brings us, always accepting how 
we feel and what we think, always working to help us 
inhabit what is true for us, always helping us fashion 

the most fully human response possible for us as 
concerns what our life contains. 

 
If you are able to enter this worship experience in a 
reverential manner, you are encouraged to immerse 

yourself in the experience. 
 

If you are not able to do so, you are encouraged to 
consider that being truthful to your experience is a way 
of showing reverence to God who invites you to explore 
the value of the way you feel in your life and about your 

life.  You are also invited to ponder with us our 
conceptions about God, looking for more adequate 
ways to understand God and how God personally 

companions and supports us in all things. 
 

Welcome!

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


Ordinary Time – 25th Sunday after Pentecost 
(Mark 13:1-8) 

 The movement of the Church Year has bought us to a time of 

transition. Next Sunday is known as Christ the King or Reign of 

Christ; it is the last Sunday in the cycle of the Church Year. In two 

weeks we begin the Church Year again as we celebrate the First 

Sunday in Advent. Each time we come to this transition the texts 

remind us of two things: today we remember the work God does 

with and for us as Christ; next week we celebrate Christ as the one 

who accomplishes this work. 

 Today’s text is sometimes referred to as a “little Apocalypse,” 

the reference being to the apocalyptic writing or imagery it contains. 

Apocalyptic writing describes the ending of what has existed and 

the beginning of what will come to be, and it is filled with dramatic 

and imaginative symbols. Apocalyptic writing is presented as 

intense external events. In order for us to grasp the meaning the 

writers intended to communicate, we need to internalize the imagery 

of the text so that we can understand what is described as happening 

in our own interior, which is where it always happens. 

 It is the intent of God to offer us a full human life, our full human 

life. To that end Christ orchestrates changes in the images and 

understandings we inherited as children as to who we are, what our 

life should be and should not be, and also what we can expect in life 

and deserve in life.  It is important to emphasize that this focus, the 

changing of these images and understandings, is what Christ is 

about. The importance of what Christ does can be seen when we 

realize that these images we inherited are instrumental in shaping 

our life, since they in reality define us, and apart from some 

intervention we would live bound by them. The work Christ does is 

what releases us from being bound by these images. Said differently, 

the work which is performed in our interior and frees us from our 

inherited images is what Christianity recognized as an aspect of 

God, and gave that internal work the name “Christ.” 

Our inherited images are not usually available to our 

consciousness and therefore are rarely thought about and examined. 

They might have been articulated, but more commonly they were 

demonstrated and modeled and we absorbed them simply by living 

in the setting in which we grew up. The images we are referring to 

are not the same as what we hope for or dream of. Hopes and dreams 

are usually a way we compensate for the confines of the images we 

inherited. Rarely do these inherited images do justice to the life that 

is ours; rather, they encourage the expression of only certain aspects 

of our life and discourage the exploring and expressing of other 

aspects. Christ will modify any image and understanding which 

thwarts the emergence of the fullness of our life. Our life changes as 

we grow older, sometimes through a loss or change in circumstance, 

sometimes simply by our maturing, and as this occurs we are likely 

to encounter situations that our inherited images do not assist us in 

addressing. Christ will advocate for the expansion of the images and 

understandings we inherited, something we will experience as an 

inability to comply with what we learned, and/or as a dissatisfaction 

with or disappointment in what complying brings us. Christ does this 

in an effort to allow us more interior room so that we can think of 

other ways to live than those contained in the images we inherited. 

 Today’s text describes our experience of the deconstruction of our 

inherited images. The temple, which is the central symbol, was the 

center of life in Judaism. If we internalize the temple as something 

in the center of each of us, our temple is constructed from the images, 

ideas and understandings about life that we internalized as children. 

The text says that when the time is right, that is, when it is necessary, 

our internal temple will be dismantled. Such dismantling is necessary 

when the guidance of our internalized images no longer helps us 

come to terms with the reality of our life. Our internal temple will 

erode from within and will lose its ability to hold our attention and 

guide us; in this way, the way we think of and understand ourselves 

will change. In our experience, there will be “wars, and rumors of 

wars.” A war takes place in us as familiar parts of us [a nation] come 

into conflict with other parts of us [another nation] which are 

emerging into our awareness with the help of Christ. We will hear 

this internally as arguments and disagreements, actually a whole 

series of arguments [the word “rumor” means “hearing”]. Also, there 

will be “earthquakes” in the sense that we get agitated and will 

experience fear and concern [the Greek word translated as 

“earthquakes” means “a commotion,” and comes from a root 

meaning “to rock, i.e. to agitate,” and as a figure of speech “to throw 

into a tremor of fear and concern”]. In addition, there will be 

“famines” in the sense that what has fed us in the past will cease to 

feed us. We are to think of these things as birth-pangs, the necessary 

labor required to bring something new into life. What is happening 

denotes the end of something familiar and the beginning of 



something more expansive. Being dismantled in this way serves the 

purpose of giving us more life, a more congruent life, since every 

deconstruction is the beginning of a later reconstruction. 

 In our culture this is a difficult idea to assimilate since we 

generally think life should be a gradual crescendo of a harmonious 

chord, and any dissonance would indicate a mistake or failure on 

our part. Even if we will entertain the idea of a dismantling, we do 

not give it much attention and move quickly to the reconstruction. 

However, nothing new can come to life unless room to receive it is 

created, so the dismantling is necessary to create a place for 

something more expansive. We tend to forget that God is passionate 

about justice, passionate about there being equitable and fair 

treatment of the different parts of who we are. That means that God 

is pro-active about modifying the images we have internalized 

which do not do justice to who we are. There are many voices, in 

our heads and outside our heads, which will tell us that the only 

experience of God is one of peace, calm, joy, energy, creativity and 

fruitfulness. It is true that this is part of the experience of God, but 

it is not all of the experience of God. Relating to God is about our 

participating in the work God does to modify our inherited images, 

something which will involve us in every imaginable feeling. The 

world is filled with people telling us that this “feeling good” way is 

the way to thrive and have abundance, and that it is “the way.” 

Believing this, we turn away from the dismantling God is working; 

we do so because the dismantling does not match our understanding 

of how God’s work feels.  God does not ask us to hold onto certain 

feelings; we are asked to hold onto God as we are introduced to 

different ways of thinking and new feelings. 

 It is important to hold in our minds what God is doing with us—

over time God dismantles and rebuilds our interior temple, the 

complex construction of ideas, understandings and images that 

inform us as to who we should be. If we are able to grasp what this 

is saying we will find that our interior life becomes less harsh and 

burdensome, less judgmental and guilt-ridden, and more enjoyable. 

Mostly we judge ourselves when we are distressed and bothered 

because our life is being dismantled; we wonder what is wrong with 

us that we are troubled, and perhaps even what we have done to get 

ourselves into such a bothered state. But, what if we did not do 

anything to get ourselves into this state? What if feeling uneasy is 

the inevitable byproduct of the dismantling of our internal temple? 

It is true that feeling upset and agitated happens in us, but it is not 

being done by us, and our feeling like this is in no way related to 

fault. We, in fact, are its victim. We are uneasy because a time has 

come for a change in the image we have of ourselves, an image that 

has been our stable-point for a long time, and that stable-point is 

slipping away. The experience we are having is the result of Christ 

pushing back against an image that has run its course and whose time 

has come to an end. The internal turmoil that accompanies this is not 

a punishment for something we have done wrong, but rather is an 

indication that we are being presented with a different and more 

expansive image of who we are and what our life is. We are being 

given an invitation to think about and explore a different idea of who 

we are and what is appropriate and even necessary for us. Anyone in 

their right mind would find such an undertaking to be upsetting, and 

as we have discovered earlier in the church year, Christ goes with us 

into everything that happens to us and in us, accepts and welcomes 

us however we are, and offers us compassion for the distress we are 

feeling. 

The entire Church Year is a detailed elaboration of this work God 

does in us as Christ. We are about to begin the celebration of its cycle 

once again. 
[Jim Robie, 11-12-15, Cycle B, Mark 13:1-8] 


